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Dr Wendy Dean

Wendy Dean, MD is a writer, speaker, podcast host, and the President and co-founder
of The Moral Injury of Healthcare (fixmoralinjury.org), a nonprofit organization that
provides training and consultation to organizations focused on alleviating distress in
their workforce. She and her co-founder, Simon G. Talbot, MD, began the
conversation about moral injury in healthcare with the publication of their seminal
work in STATNews on July 26, 2018. 

A psychiatrist by training, Dr. Dean has been a
practicing clinician, worked for the Department of Defense, and as an executive for a
large international non-profit supporting military medical research. 

In addition to moral injury, Dr. Dean’s expertise in product development,
reimbursement for novel technologies, clinical trial conduct, government investment
strategy and the ethics of medical innovations are widely sought.

Dr. Dean graduated from Smith College and the University of Massachusetts Medical
School.  She did her residency training at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center in
Hanover, NH.  
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Kathie Melocco - Founder WOW Chaplaincy

Kathie Melocco is the founder of  WOW – World of Work Chaplaincy. Kathie regularly
chaplains to victims of workplace bullying, sexual harassment, domestic and family
abuse and more. She says, we have to start putting the focus on servant leadership.
On understanding what it is to be human. This means protecting our children, our
families, our workplaces in a much more holistic manner. 

Kathie’s focus interest area is on Moral Injury. Originally identified in the armed
services and confused with PTSD at the time, Moral Injury is often called a soul injury.
It causes our sense of self to be disrupted and sometimes even broken with trauma.
Currently international research is being undertaken into this important area by
psychiatrists, psychologists, chaplains and more with the aim of identifying a holistic
management solution to the problem. The jury is still out.

Early evidence however suggests it is a leadership issue. Simply put, if we fail in our
duty of care to protect people when ethically and morally we have a responsibility to
do so we cause injury. And it can be enduring.

Moral Injury and Leadership



Dr. Erin Smith - Leadership First Responders

Dr Erin Smith (PhD) is the CEO of the Dart Centre Asia Pacific, a regional affiliate of
the Dart Centre for Journalism and Trauma – a project of the Columbia Journalism
School. A long-time advocate for supporting the mental health and wellbeing of first
responders and those impacted by trauma, Dr Smith is a board director of the World
Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine and the Australian First Responder
Foundation, an expert consultant for The Code 9 Foundation, an advisory board
member for The Australian Federal Police Shield program, and an ambassador for
the Victoria Police Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee. She is an editorial board
director for the journals Prehospital and Disaster Medicine, the Journal of High Threat
and Austere Medicine, and the Journal of Addictive Diseases. Her research and expert
opinion can be found published widely in academic journals, textbooks and news
media including The Conversation, where her commentary on the 2019/2020
Australian bushfires, the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, and the COVID-
19 pandemic reached a global audience of over 600 million. 

CEO Dart Centre Asia Pacific



Dr. Sarah Russell

Dr Sarah Russell trained as a critical care nurse before completing a Bachelor of Arts
and a PhD at the University of Melbourne. She has been the Principal Researcher at
Research Matters since 1999. She is also the Director of Aged Care Matters and the co-
founder of Aged Care Reform Now.
Sarah became interested in aged care when her parents moved into an aged care
home. After her father died, she stopped full-time work so she could spend as much
time with her mum as possible. She wanted her mum’s quality of life to be as good as
it could be. She wanted her mum to feel valued and be engaged in her ‘twilight
years’. The time Sarah spent with her mum in the aged care home was precious for
them both. Sarah enjoyed the four years she spent with residents, families, and staff,
and watched the comings and goings at Victoria By The Park with a critical eye.

Sarah’s opinion pieces and letters on aged care have been published in The Age, The
Guardian, Herald Sun, Michael West Media, to name a few. Sarah has also discussed
aged care on television programs including The Project, 7.30, ABC News Breakfast,
Afternoon Briefing, Today, and Sunrise. She is also frequently interviewed on ABC
radio.
Sarah has undertaken several research projects on aged care. Her home care
research, commissioned by the Minister for Aged Care, was published in a peer-
reviewed journal, Australasian Journal on Ageing.
Sarah believes the aged care system requires greater scrutiny, accountability, and
transparency. She advocates for an aged care system that is focused on the human
rights of older people.

Moral Injury In Aged Care
Principal Researcher, Research Matters; Director, Aged Care Matters

and Co-Founder, Aged Care Reform Now

https://www.research-matters.com.au/
https://www.agedcarematters.net.au/
https://agedcarereformnow.com.au/


Tim Watson-Munro

Tim Watson-Munro is an Australian Criminal Psychologist, with 42 years of
experience in the field. He was formerly the National Chairperson of the College of
Forensic Psychologists of the Australian Psychological Society. In addition, he has
held a number of academic positions, including Visiting Fellow at the University of
Melbourne and Adjunct Visiting Professor at Bond University.

He has been a consultant to various Governments in Australia regarding criminal
psychology and has lectured both within Australia and overseas. He has assessed in
excess of 25,000 individuals before the Court and has provided viva voce evidence in
all jurisdictions of Australia.

Tim is the author of two bestselling books, Dancing with Demons, which is his
biographical memoir and A Shrink in the Clink. Both works were published by Pan
Macmillan Australia. He is currently writing a third book concerning domestic
violence, which is due to be published in 2021. Tim has contributed to and been cited
in a number of other books and academic papers.

As a consequence of his first job as the Resident Psychologist at Her Majesty’s Prison
Parramatta in Sydney, he has developed a strong interest in dealing with individuals
in confinement, which has been augmented by the global confinement which we are
all experiencing in the present, as a result of the COVID-19 disease.

Australian Criminal Psychologist



Ingrid Ozols AM

Ingrid Ozols AM is an active mental health and suicide prevention consultant. 

Founding director of Mental Health At Work (mh@work®), one of the first
consultancies focussing on workplace mental health, suicide prevention
management, skills training, and strategic initiatives 20+ years ago, Ingrid hit board
rooms to bring about change from an emotive personal living experience. 
Determined to face society’s fear and stigma, Ingrid shares her road traveled with
suicidality and mental health vulnerabilities, supporting and caring for close family,
friends, and colleagues' suicide attempts, whilst managing and surviving her own
experiences. 

Ingrid is involved in broad state and national reform projects; recently as a member
of the National Suicide Prevention Advisor to the Prime Minister, Christine Morgan’s
Expert Advisory Group, delivering the Final Advice, “Shifting The Focus, “Compassion
First”, and The Mental Health and Pandemic National Plan. 
Ingrid keeps busy in various executive coproduction roles in the mental health and
suicide prevention arena, from advocacy to policy reform, research as a
coinvestigator, undergraduate and postgraduate, workplace and community
education and training curricula content, and service methodologies, including
development and design of digital resources,, to building workforce capacity and
capability across non-clinical and clinical sectors. 

Ingrid regularly MC’s, chairs, moderates, facilitates and speaks at conferences and
workshops. She has appeared widely in Australian media and radio.

B.Sc, GradDipBusMgt, GraDDipCommMH,
MMHSc, M.Suicidology (Griff Uni) , Postgrd MH Recovery & Social Inclusion (UK).



Dean Yates

Dean Yates is a writer, journalist, and mental health advocate. He was head of mental
health and wellbeing strategy for Reuters, the international news organisation, until
January 2020. During his three years in the role, Dean focused on raising awareness
and reducing stigma at the world’s largest news provider. He trained managers on
how to look after the mental health of their teams. Before that, Dean was a journalist,
bureau chief, and senior editor at Reuters for 23 years, covering the Bali bombings in
2002 and the Boxing Day tsunami in Indonesia’s Aceh province in 2004. He was
Reuters’ bureau chief in Iraq from 2007-2008. Three staff were killed on his watch,
including two by a U.S. Apache helicopter in Baghdad on July 12, 2007.

Dean was diagnosed with PTSD in early 2016. He has been admitted three times to
the Ward 17 psychiatric unit at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital in Melbourne for
treatment of his PTSD and moral injury.

Dean is writing a memoir called The Road Out Of Ward 17. He expects to finish the
book in the coming months. He lives with his family in the village of Evandale,
Tasmania.

Journalist,  Mental Health Advocate



Rev Mark Layson

Mark is a former police officer and firefighter, who has served an ambulance chaplain
for 10 years, now alongside his therapy dog Wallace. He also brings 20 years of
pastoral experience with children, families and the elderly as an ordained pastor and
aged care chaplain. His lived experience, along with past research interests in how
moral compasses and made, manipulated and broken sits behind his current
research. Whilst continuing as an ambulance chaplain at an Aeromedical Unit, he is
completing doctoral research at Charles Sturt University in partnership with the NSW
Centre for WHS. The aim is to define the moral contours of trauma exposure and
develop a holistic biopsychosocial-spiritual model that prevents harm from morally
loaded trauma exposure in first responders. In his spare time Mark enjoys triathlon,
exploring the moral ambiguities of parenting three teenagers and the violence of
middle-aged water polo.

Moral Injury - Meaning, Purpose, Justice and Forgiveness



Professor Zachary Steel

Professor Zachary Steel holds the St John of God Chair of Trauma and Mental Health
a partnership between Richmond Hospital, the School of Psychiatry UNSW and the
Black Dog Institute. He heads a program of clinical research into the impact of
trauma on veterans, first responders, refugees, asylum seekers and civilian
populations. He has established a highly cited research program that has
investigated the prevalence, social determinants, and intervention models for mental
health problems within Australia and the Asia-Pacific region. The work of Dr Steel
with asylum seeker populations in Australia has helped to develop an evidence base
on the adverse mental health consequences of harsh asylum policies including the
use of immigration detention and temporary protection visas. He has worked with
legal colleagues to develop best practice guidelines for the better recognition of
mental health conditions in the assessment of asylum claims.

Moral Injury & Trauma



Linda Ryle

Linda is a Birrigubba (Birri - gubba) and Kamilaroi (Kam–mill–a–roy) Woman, who
has been contributing to Aboriginal Affairs since the 1990s.  

A number of years Linda worked with her communities when engaged by the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Service (North Queensland,  Brisbane,
and the Sunshine Coast), more than a dozen years spent with the Department of
Justice and Attorney General, and more recently within the Tertiary sector
teaching and writing about Law.  

The Indigenous Lawyers Association of Queensland were very fortunate to have
Linda as their President from 2014 - 2017  

As the inaugural Chair of the First Nations Legal Policy Committee, Linda led a
team of FN Lawyers doing their utmost to influence Legal Policy and contribute
to Law Reform.  

Linda is a formally trained Company Director and successful First Nations
Entrepreneur. She has been described as a Prominent Legal Professional who
fearlessly advocates for and on behalf of First Nations people – most particularly
First Women.  

Linda is the Executive Director of CALM – Cultural Advocacy and Legal Mediation,
an intersectional Cultural Change Agency, specializing in Corporate Coaching,
Cultural Intelligence, and Mindset Change Management. CALM’s  First Nation’s
focussed Mediation Practice takes a Culturally Principled approach to First
Nations decision making and conflict resolution.  

Hands-on support, contribution, and no-nonsense advocacy is how Linda
continues to support her First Nations communities, most recently focussing on
the Aboriginal Family Legal Service of Southern Queensland, a dedicated yet
modest team that supports a client service region in excess of 400 000 square
kilometres of Queensland’s Southern and remote regions.

Moral Injury and First Nation Pain



Emma Husar

Emma Husar is most famously known for her role as a former member of the
Australian House of Representatives for the Division of Lindsay for the Australian
Labor Party (ALP) which she represented from 2016-2019. 

Emma never planned on entering the world of politics, yet fate would lead her
there. From 1988 to 2002 she attended Western Sydney University and studied a
Bachelor of Education, before becoming a mother to three children. In 2013, she
joined the Labor Party and by 2015 had become President of the Penrith Branch.
In 2016 she went on to win the set of Lindsay with a swing of 4.1 percent. At the
time she was considered the rising star of the ALP

In May 2021 Emma commenced legal action against the ALP for sexual
harassment, as a result of her former staff for making misleading claims that
jeopardised her reputation, and her career aspirations as a woman of political
influence. This action represents Emma’s desire to be a voice for all marginalised
women in leadership roles. Today Emma is completing a Masters of Business
with the Australian Institute of Management. She is a recruit on season 2 of SAS
Australia which will premiere on Channel 7, after the Olympics. Her story has also
featured on ABC’s Ms Represented documentary in July 2021. As a speaker Emma
fuses comedy with charisma, sharing a story of courage, resilience, and a
conviction to the path of justice

Moral Injury and The Business of Politics



Abbey Wilkinson is a survivor of 16 years in the workers compensation system.
Injured at 22, the next 16 years were spent living under the adversarial processes
of workers compensation insurance.

Despite upholding the requirements placed on her as an injured worker, Abbey
will now live with Chronic Pain for the rest of her life due to red tape delaying
surgery to fix her injury. A routine surgery that went horribly wrong caused life-
threatening blood loss. On paper, Abbey should have been pronounced
deceased.

After recovering, Abbey made it her mission to find out why insurers are not held
to the same level of requirements that injured workers are. This resulted in an
involved relationship with the State Insurance Regulatory Authority (SIRA), the
body that is there to regulate the performance of insurers, and make sure that
injured workers are being treated fairly and receiving the treatment they need,
which failed exponentially in their role. The first investigation resulted in SIRA
finally using their powers for what was stated as the “first time in the history of
the scheme.” Despite SIRA using this to bolster their position in Parliamentary
Inquiries, there has never been an acceptable apology to Abbey, or
acknowledgment of the distress she has experienced. Abbey talks to institutional
betrayal and the profound shame she felt at being injured.

Abbey Wilkinson
Moral Injury in Insurance



Kate Woods is a neurodivergent writer and coach, with a wealth of knowledge in
mental health and complex systems. Throughout her work with both individual
and organisation behaviours, she has developed a strong focus on systemic and
social justice. She believes that in this era of rapid social change, there is a strong
need for the unique insights that neurodivergent leadership can offer, and her
current work involves the development of keys to educate, explain, and facilitate
truly authentic communication. 

Kate Woods
Panel Moderator



Amani Haydar is an award-winning artist, lawyer, mum, and advocate for
women’s health and safety based in Western Sydney. In 2018 Amani’s self-portrait
titled Insert Headline Here was a finalist in the Archibald Prize. Since then, her
writing and illustrations have been published in Arab, Australian, Other,
Sweatshop Women Volume Two, SBS Voices, and ABC News Online. In 2020
Amani was a Finalist for the NSW Premier’s Woman of the Year Award and was
named Local Woman of the Year for Bankstown in recognition of her advocacy
against domestic violence. Amani serves on the board of the Bankstown
Women’s Health Centre and uses visual art and writing to explore the personal
and political dimensions of abuse, loss, identity, and resilience.

Amani Haydar



David McBride is an Australian whistleblower and former British Army major and
Australian Army lawyer who from 2014 to 2016 made information (the "Afghan
Files") on war crimes allegedly committed by Australian soldiers in Afghanistan
available to the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, who broadcast details in
2017. In 2018, David was charged with several related offences, and is awaiting
trial. The allegations were reviewed in the Brereton Report.

David McBride


